CHAPTER II
CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT AND INFLUENCE
culture, in its broadest sense, began when
some prehistoric savage, slightly more intelligent than
his fellows, picked up a stick and used it as a club.
And cultural influence had its beginning when some
other savage, seeing the crude club in use and realiz-
ing its advantages over bare hands, sought a stick for
his own use. No doubt the first man to use a weapon
took whatever was most convenient to his hand, and
the chances are that he made use of it by accident
rather than by design. But we may be almost certain
that the second savage who availed himself of the
other's example, went to no little trouble to secure a
stick as much like the other in form, size, and even
in color, as was possible.
Superstition is one of the most deeply seated and
predominant characteristics of the human race, and
the lower in the scale of intellect and culture the man,
the more superstitious he will be. Because primitive
man is extremely superstitious and sees a super-
natural or magical power behind anything that is
new to him or that he cannot understand, our second
savage would have used what little brains he had to
reason that it was the particular form or color of his
fellow's club, and not Its weight or strength, that
made it an efficient weapon. Here was the beginning
of cultural influence.